
June 9, 2026

The Honorable Brooke Rollins
United States Secretary of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Secretary Rollins,

With the confirmed detection of the New World screwworm in the United States, we want to 
underscore Arizona’s critical role in the national response and support the Department of 
Agriculture’s ongoing efforts to contain this threat. The decisive actions taken by USDA and the 
Trump Administration reflect a clear commitment to protecting our nation’s food supply and 
livestock industry.

Arizona is uniquely positioned to support USDA's long term New World screwworm response. 
Our proximity to the border, extensive livestock industry, and existing animal health 
infrastructure make the state a natural location for future biosecurity, research, diagnostic, and 
operational efforts. Arizona possesses the infrastructure, expertise, and cross border partnerships 
necessary to support robust livestock inspections and defend against the spread of New World 
screwworm. This includes the historic Douglas sterile fly facility site, which remains a 
strategically valuable location for future production capacity and strengthens Arizona’s ability to 
support national containment efforts. Arizona also offers significant scientific and diagnostic 
capabilities. The University of Arizona and the Arizona Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory are 
key partners in preparedness and detection, expanding the national capacity to quickly and 
accurately identify suspected cases and strengthening surveillance across the Southwest.

An outbreak would threaten cattle, sheep, goats, horses, wildlife, and pets while imposing 
substantial economic costs on producers and consumers. At a time when America's cattle 
producers are working to rebuild herds after years of drought, inflation, and market instability, 
preventing the reestablishment of New World screwworm in the United States must remain a 
national priority.

We commend USDA for responding with urgency. The Department's coordinated approach, 
including enhanced surveillance efforts, expanded trapping and monitoring programs, 
strengthened partnerships with Mexico and Central American nations, investments in sterile fly 
production capacity, and the establishment of a dedicated New World Screwworm Directorate 
within APHIS, reflects the type of action-oriented leadership that America needs. Rather than 



waiting for a crisis to emerge, USDA has demonstrated a willingness to act early, coordinate 
across agencies, and deploy available resources to protect American agriculture.
By taking aggressive action now, USDA is helping prevent significantly greater costs and 
disruptions in the future.

As USDA continues investing in sterile fly production and dispersal infrastructure, we ask the 
Department to consider Arizona's existing assets as part of its long-term strategy. The state’s 
border access, transportation networks, livestock expertise, and university led research efforts 
position Arizona to complement USDA’s ongoing investments and make our state an essential 
partner in preventing an outbreak, safeguarding producers, and strengthening long term regional 
stability before this pest can take hold on American soil.

Thank you for your leadership and for USDA’s continued dedication to protecting America's 
ranchers, livestock producers, and rural communities. We strongly support USDA's efforts to 
combat the New World screwworm and look forward to working with you to ensure these 
initiatives remain successful.

Sincerely,

Andy Biggs
Member of Congress

Paul A. Gosar, D.D.S.
Member of Congress

Elijah Crane
Member of Congress

Juan Ciscomani
Member of Congress

Abraham J. Hamadeh
Member of Congress


