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November 22, 2021

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Biden,

The withdrawal from Afghanistan was an unmitigated disaster. The American people watched with
horror as the Taliban took over Afghanistan. Amazingly, you turned a victory into what feels like a
colossal defeat.

On July 1, 2021, U.S. forces left Bagram Airfield without notifying the new Afghan commander. We left
behind around 5,000 terrorists in prison and millions of dollars worth of equipment in the middle of the
night.! We left thousands of terrorists behind at the base.

The terrorist who carried out the terrorist attack at the Kabul airport on August 26, 2021, was freed
from Bagram prison on August 15, 2021 by the Taliban.? The individual in question had been held by the
CIA for 4 years after he was arrested for his role in a plot to bomb New Delhi and other cities in the
region.> A mere 9 days after being freed, this terrorist attacked American soldiers protecting Kabul
airport. This national security catastrophe could have been avoided if your administration had simply
waited to leave Bagram until all Americans had left or had removed the terrorists before leaving
Bagram.

Somehow your disaster in Afghanistan was not over. On August 29, 2021, the United States launched a
drone strike in Afghanistan that killed 10 people, including 7 children. * Your administration originally
claimed that the target was an ISIS-K operative.” Tragically, it was an aid worker and his family.

1 Nick Paton Walsh & Sandi Sidhu, Al Qoeda and Taliban members among thousands of prisoners left under Afghan control in jail next to
deserted US air base, CNN, July 6, 2021, https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/06/world/al-gaeda-taliban-priseners-us-air-base-intl/index.html.
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This tragic and avoidable loss of life is made worse by the fact that at the time of the attack you did not
know if it was an aid worker and his family or an ISIS-K operative who would be killed by the strike.
Secretary Blinken admitted to the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee that the U.S. did not investigate the
target before the drone strike.® This lack of judgment is astonishing. In your attempt to change the
narrative around your failures in Afghanistan, you failed to take the steps necessary to ensure that you
were targeting a terrorist and not a family of 10.

Amazingly, a Pentagon watchdog found that this disaster was not caused by misconduct or negligence.’
Air Force Lt. Gen. Sami Said conducted the review and stated during a press conference “It's a
regrettable mistake. It's an honest mistake. | understand the consequences, but it's not criminal
conduct, random conduct, negligence.” It is not possible that a family of 10 is mistaken for a terrorist
and the resulting deaths are not caused by misconduct or negligence. This loss of life was clearly caused
by your failure to ensure the intelligence you received was accurate.

Several months after the disastrous withdrawal from Afghanistan there are still unanswered questions
about events surrounding the withdrawal, the attack on the airport, the drone strike, and how many
Americans are still trying to escape from Afghanistan.

Please provide your answers to the following questions by December 15, 2021.

1. Why did you decide to abandon Bagram Airforce Base before all Americans had evacuated from
Afghanistan?

2. Did you coordinate with the Afghan Government regarding the prisoners before leaving Bagram
Air Base?

3. Why did American forces leave terrorists at Bagram when they left?

4. Did you order the drone strike on August 29, 2021, that killed 10 civilians, including 7 children?

5. What evidence did you have that it was an ISIS-K operative?

6. How many Americans are still in Afghanistan?

7. What is your administration doing to get all Americans remaining in Afghanistan out of the
country?

8. How is it possible that negligence is not involved when a family of 10 is mistaken for a single
terrorist?

If these questions cannot be provided in written form due to national security concerns, | request a
classified briefing in which the information can be shared.

Sincerely,
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Andy Biggs
Member of Congress



